
A Supreme Conclusion
Veteran New York Times Reporter Linda Greenhouse Closes 
Supreme Semester with Commencement Keynote
by Michael M. Bowden

he Supreme Semester ended on 
a high note at Commencement 

2008, with a keynote address by Linda 
Greenhouse, Supreme Court correspon-
dent for �e New York Times for three 
decades and one of the best known 
reporters covering the Court, who spoke 
on “A Lawyer’s Choice.”

Greenhouse began by quoting 
Charles Hamilton Houston, the late 
Justice Thurgood Marshall’s mentor and 
a “great theoretician of the civil rights 
movement,” who said that a lawyer can 
choose to be a “social engineer” and 
“use the Constitution as an engine of 
progress,” or a “parasite on society” who 
manipulates the law for personal gain.

Greenhouse suggested that in today’s 
world a third choice had emerged 
for lawyers – to be an “enabler,” one 
who contorts the spirit of the law for 
short-term political advantage. 

“We’ve seen recently the dismaying 
spectacle of lawyers who have provided 
top officials in the Executive Branch 
with the covers they sought and the 
answers they wanted,” she said. Their 
memos “offered interrogators the ability 
to ignore statutory and constitutional 
constraints in the name of presidential 

T authority, [and] accomplished what the 
White House wanted in the short run.

“But in the longer run, these ambi-
tious young legal enablers did a serious 
disservice to their masters, let alone to 
the country, in providing a roadmap for 
the betrayal of our nation’s commitment 
to the rule of law,” Greenhouse said. 

Urging graduates to aspire toward 
higher legal goals, she concluded, “You 
are entering into a high calling on 
which the future of our society depends. 
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