
Lives on the line - Dozens of times, this Roger Williams University professor has testified for 
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"It makes me sad that they're turning people away instead of letting the law do its job." 
 
Autumn Quezada-Grant Professor of Latin American history at Roger Williams University 
 
BRISTOL – Televised daily, the images of migrants converging on the U.S. border only to be 
turned back or expelled are wrenching for Autumn Quezada-Grant, a professor of Latin 
American history at Roger Williams University. 
 
"It makes me sad that they're turning people away instead of letting the law do its job," she 
said this week. 
 
Since 2017, Quezada-Grant has been using her expertise in the treatment of women, LGBTQ 
populations and indigenous people and their intersection with gangs, drug cartels and 
organized crime in Latin America to help write "country conditions" reports. She uses the 
information they supply and her knowledge of how life plays out on the ground to help build 
cases for people seeking asylum in the United States because of fears they will face 
persecution, violence and perhaps even death should they return. Her knowledge is informed 
by 20 years of research in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico and Peru. 
 
"There is really complete dysfunction in the governments they are coming from. No one wants 
to leave their home. No one wants to leave their family. It takes dire conditions," she said. 
 
Quezada-Grant has produced 150 reports contextualizing for immigration judges across the 
nation what's happening on the streets, what the asylum seekers have endured individually and 
why they are seeking protection in the United States. 
 
To receive asylum, the seeker must prove there is a threat to their life in their home country. 
 
Thousands seek protection each year because they claim to have suffered persecution or to 



 



Quezada-Grant credited President Biden's administration for reinstating a policy, struck under 
the prior administration, that allows women to seek asylum based on domestic-violence claims. 
 
She attributed the increasing numbers of unaccompanied children at the border to laws barring 
them from being expelled, though Biden has been exercising a Trump-


